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1
MAGNETIC STRIPE CARD READER

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to magnetic stripe card read-
ers.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Various types of magnetic stripe card readers are known.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention seeks to provide an improved mag-
netic stripe card reader.

There is thus provided in accordance with a preferred
embodiment of the present invention a magnetic stripe card
reader useful for reading magnetic stripe bearing cards having
at least one magnetic track, the magnetic stripe reader includ-
ing a magnetic stripe reader head including multiple magnetic
sensors including at least one magnetic track reading sensor
for reading data encoded in a magnetic track of a magnetic
stripe and at least one magnetic sensor which does not read
encoded data, the magnetic stripe reader head providing mag-
netic sensor outputs including at least one magnetic track
sensor reading output and at least one magnetic sensor output
which has no encoded data therein and a subtractor operative
to subtract at least a portion of the at least one magnetic sensor
output, which has no encoded data therein, from the at least
one magnetic track sensor reading output having card data
encoded thereon, thereby to cancel interference from the at
least one magnetic track reading output.

Preferably, the subtractor provides an interference adjusted
output to a processor which is not part of the magnetic stripe
card reader. In accordance with a preferred embodiment of
the present invention the magnetic stripe card reader also
includes a processor and the subtractor provides an interfer-
ence adjusted output to the processor.

There is also provided in accordance with another pre-
ferred embodiment of the present invention a point of sale
device including a housing, a processor and a magnetic stripe
card reader useful for reading magnetic stripe bearing cards
having at least one magnetic track, the magnetic stripe reader
including a magnetic stripe reader head including multiple
magnetic sensors including at least one magnetic track read-
ing sensor for reading data encoded in a magnetic track of a
magnetic stripe and at least one magnetic sensor which does
not read encoded data, the magnetic stripe reader head pro-
viding magnetic sensor outputs including at least one mag-
netic track sensor reading output and at least one magnetic
sensor output which has no encoded data therein and a sub-
tractor operative to subtract at least a portion of the at least one
magnetic sensor output, which has no encoded data therein,
from the at least one magnetic track sensor reading output
having card data encoded thereon, thereby to cancel interfer-
ence from the at least one magnetic track reading output and
to provide an interference adjusted output to the processor.

There is further provided in accordance with yet another
preferred embodiment of the present invention a point of sale
device including a housing and a magnetic stripe card reader
useful for reading magnetic stripe bearing cards having at
least one magnetic track, the magnetic stripe reader including
a processor, a magnetic stripe reader head including multiple
magnetic sensors including at least one magnetic track read-
ing sensor for reading data encoded in a magnetic track of a
magnetic stripe and at least one magnetic sensor which does
not read encoded data, the magnetic stripe reader head pro-
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2

viding magnetic sensor outputs including at least one mag-
netic track sensor reading output and at least one magnetic
sensor output which has no encoded data therein and a sub-
tractor operative to subtract at least a portion of the at least one
magnetic sensor output, which has no encoded data therein,
from the at least one magnetic track sensor reading output
having card data encoded thereon, thereby to cancel interfer-
ence from the at least one magnetic track reading output and
to provide an interference adjusted output to the processor.

Preferably, the magnetic sensor output, which has no
encoded data thereon, is produced by reading a location on
the magnetic stripe bearing card which corresponds to a loca-
tion where a third track could have been encoded on the stripe.
Alternatively, the magnetic sensor output, which has no
encoded data thereon, is produced by reading a location on
the magnetic stripe bearing card which corresponds to a loca-
tion where a fourth track could have been encoded on the
stripe.

In accordance with a preferred embodiment of the present
invention the at least one magnetic sensor which does not read
encoded data forms part of the magnetic stripe reader head.
Alternatively, the at least one magnetic sensor which does not
read encoded data does not form part of the magnetic stripe
reader head.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The present invention will be understood and appreciated
more fully from the following detailed description, taken in
conjunction with the drawings in which:

FIG. 1 is a simplified illustration of a noise cancelling
magnetic stripe card reader constructed and operative in
accordance with one embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 2 is a simplified illustration of a noise cancelling
magnetic stripe card reader constructed and operative in
accordance with another embodiment of the present inven-
tion; and

FIG. 3 is a simplified illustration of a noise cancelling
magnetic stripe card reader constructed and operative in
accordance with yet another embodiment of the present
invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

Reference is now made to FIG. 1, which is a simplified
illustration of a noise cancelling magnetic stripe card reader
constructed and operative in accordance with one embodi-
ment of the present invention. As seen in FIG. 1, there is
provided a magnetic stripe card reader 100, useful for reading
conventional magnetic stripe bearing cards 102 having mul-
tiple magnetic track locations 104 on a magnetic stripe 106.
Track locations 104 are typically fixed by international stan-
dards. It is appreciated that, depending on the precise appli-
cation of a card 102, data may or may not be encoded at some
of'the magnetic track locations 104. Furthermore, depending
on the precise application of a card 102, magnetic material
may or may not be located at some of the magnetic track
locations 104.

The magnetic stripe card reader 100 is preferably incorpo-
rated in or associated with a point of sale (POS) device 108,
such as the MX and VX Series and Ruby SuperSystem com-
mercially available from Verifone Inc., the assignee of the
present application. The magnetic stripe card reader 100 pref-
erably includes a housing 110, which may be part of the
housing of the POS device 108, which defines a slot 112
through which the card 102 is slid for being read.
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In accordance with a preferred embodiment of the present
invention, the magnetic stripe card reader 100 comprises a
conventional magnetic stripe reader head 120 including typi-
cally three magnetic track reading sensors 121, 122 and 123.
The magnetic stripe reader head 120 communicates with slot
112, typically via an aperture (not shown) in housing 110.
Magnetic track reading sensors 121,122 and 123 are arranged
to read data encoded at the multiple magnetic track locations
104.

Conventional magnetic stripe reader heads are commer-
cially available from various manufacturers including, inter
alia, MTI, Techreco, Brush, Apollo and Durascan and pref-
erably comply with the ISO/IEC 7811 standard. Sensors 121,
122 and 123 are arranged to provide respective outputs 124,
125 and 126, each sensor being located opposite a different
magnetic track location 104.

In accordance with a preferred embodiment of the present
invention, sensor 123 is preferably arranged to be opposite a
track location 127 at which no encoded data is encoded on the
cards 102 to be read. In such a case, sensor 123 provides a
sensor output 126 which does not represent encoded data on
a track but rather only represents electromagnetic noise
sensed in the vicinity of head 120. It is thus understood that
sensor output 126 represents electromagnetic noise which
occurs during the same time as the remaining sensors 121 and
122 read magnetic tracks which have data encoded thereon.
Typical sensor outputs 124 and 125 are labeled A and B in
FIG. 1 and a typical sensor output 126 is labeled C in FIG. 1.

Magnetic stripe reading sensor outputs 124, 125 and 126
are preferably supplied to a subtractor 130, which may be
incorporated in a processor having other functions in the POS
device 108 or in the card reader 100 and which is operative to
subtract at least part of the sensor output 126 from sensor 123
from the outputs 124 and 125 of respective sensors 121 and
122, which outputs represent the data read from magnetic
track locations 104 having data encoded thereon. This sub-
traction is operative to cancel some, most or all of the elec-
tromagnetic interference (EMI), such as interference from
adjacent electronic circuitry, from the magnetic stripe reading
sensor outputs 124 and 125.

It is appreciated that subtractor 130 may be embodied in
hardware, software or any suitable combination thereof, as is
well known in the art and preferably performs adaptive noise
cancellation.

Outputs 132 and 134 of the subtractor 130, which represent
data read from magnetic track locations 104 having data
encoded thereon, from which electromagnetic interference
(EMI) has been at least partly canceled, are supplied to a
processor 140, which typically forms part of the POS device
108, as magnetic card reading inputs for conventional pur-
poses. Typical outputs 132 and 134, which have been
“cleaned” of at least some EMI noise are labeled D and E in
FIG. 1 and correspond respectively to sensor outputs A and B.

Reference is now made to FIG. 2, which is a simplified
illustration of a noise cancelling magnetic stripe card reader
constructed and operative in accordance with another
embodiment of the present invention. As seen in FIG. 2, there
is provided a magnetic stripe card reader 200, useful for
reading conventional magnetic stripe bearing cards 202 hav-
ing multiple magnetic track locations 204 on a magnetic
stripe 206. Track locations 204 are typically fixed by interna-
tional standards. It is appreciated that, depending on the pre-
cise application of a card 202, data may or may not be
encoded at some of the magnetic track locations. Further-
more, depending on the precise application of a card 202,
magnetic material may or may not be located at some of the
magnetic track locations 204.
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The magnetic stripe card reader 200 is preferably incorpo-
rated in or associated with a point of sale (POS) device 208,
such as the MX and VX Series and Ruby SuperSystem com-
mercially available from Verifone Inc., the assignee of the
present application. The magnetic stripe card reader 200 pref-
erably includes a housing 210, which may be part of the
housing of the POS device 208, which defines a slot 212
through which the card 202 is slid for being read.

In accordance with a preferred embodiment of the present
invention, the magnetic stripe card reader 200 comprises a
conventional magnetic stripe reader head 220 including typi-
cally three magnetic track reading sensors 222. The magnetic
stripe reader head 220 communicates with slot 212, typically
via an aperture (not shown) in housing 210. Magnetic track
reading sensors 222 are arranged to read data encoded at the
multiple magnetic track locations 204.

Conventional magnetic stripe reader heads are commer-
cially available from various manufacturers including, inter
alia, MTI, Techreco, Brush, Apollo and Durascan and pref-
erably comply with the ISO/IEC 7811 standard. Sensors 222
are arranged to provide respective outputs 224, each sensor
222 being located opposite a different magnetic track location
204. In this embodiment, all three sensors 222 read data
encoded at all three track locations 204 and provide corre-
sponding outputs 224.

In accordance with this embodiment of the present inven-
tion, there is provided an additional sensor 225, which is
preferably arranged to be opposite a location on card 202
which does not correspond to a track location but could or
could not have been a fourth track location. Sensor 225 may
or may not be part of a conventional magnetic reading head.
In such a case, sensor 225 provides a sensor output 228 which
does not represent encoded data on a track but rather only
represents electromagnetic noise sensed in the vicinity of
head 220. It is thus understood that sensor output 228 repre-
sents electromagnetic noise which occurs during the same
time as the remaining sensors 222 read magnetic tracks which
have data encoded thereon. Typical sensor outputs 224 are
labeled A, B and C in FIG. 2 and a typical sensor output 228
is labeled D in FIG. 2.

Magnetic stripe reading sensor outputs 224 and 228 are
preferably supplied to a subtractor 230, which may be incor-
porated in a processor having other functions in the POS
device 208 or in the card reader 200 and which is operative to
subtract at least part of the sensor output 228 from sensor 225
from the outputs 224 from sensors 222, which outputs 224
represent the data read from magnetic track locations 204
having data encoded thereon. This subtraction is operative to
cancel some, most or all of the electromagnetic interference
(EMI), such as interference from adjacent electronic cir-
cuitry, from the magnetic stripe reading sensor outputs 224.

It is appreciated that subtractor 230 may be embodied in
hardware, software or any suitable combination thereof, as is
well known in the art and preferably performs adaptive noise
cancellation.

Outputs 232, 234 and 236 of the subtractor 230, which
represent data read from magnetic track locations 204 having
data encoded thereon, from which electromagnetic interfer-
ence (EMI) has been at least partly canceled, are supplied to
aprocessor 240, which typically forms part of the POS device
208, as magnetic card reading inputs for conventional pur-
poses. Typical outputs 232, 234 and 236, which have been
“cleaned” of at least some EMI noise, are labeled E, F and G
in FIG. 2 and correspond respectively to sensor outputs A, B
and C.

Reference is now made to FIG. 3, which is a simplified
illustration of a noise cancelling magnetic stripe card reader
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constructed and operative in accordance with yet another
embodiment of the present invention. As seen in FIG. 3, there
is provided a magnetic stripe card reader 300, useful for
reading conventional magnetic stripe bearing cards 302 hav-
ing multiple magnetic track locations 304 on a magnetic
stripe 306. Track locations 304 are typically fixed by interna-
tional standards. It is appreciated that depending on the pre-
cise application of a card 302, data may or may not be
encoded at some of the magnetic track locations 304. Further-
more, depending on the precise application of a card 302,
magnetic material may or may not be located at some of the
magnetic track locations 304.

The magnetic stripe card reader 300 is preferably incorpo-
rated in or associated with a point of sale (POS) device 308,
such as the MX and VX Series and Ruby SuperSystem com-
mercially available from Verifone Inc., the assignee of the
present application. The magnetic stripe card reader 300 pref-
erably includes a housing 310, which may be part of the
housing of the POS device 308, which defines a slot 312
through which the card 302 is slid for being read.

In accordance with a preferred embodiment of the present
invention, the magnetic stripe card reader 300 comprises a
non-conventional magnetic stripe reader head 320 including
typically three magnetic track reading sensors 322. The mag-
netic stripe reader head 320 communicates with slot 312,
typically via an aperture (not shown) in housing 310. Mag-
netic track reading sensors 322 are arranged to read data
encoded at the multiple magnetic track locations 304.

Magnetic stripe reader head 320 preferably includes sen-
sors 322, which are arranged to provide respective outputs
324, each sensor 322 being located opposite a difterent mag-
netic track location 304.

In accordance with a preferred embodiment of the present
invention, the magnetic stripe reader head 320 preferably also
includes a sensor 325, which is preferably arranged to be
opposite a location 326 which is not a track location 304 and
at which no data is encoded on the cards to be read. Location
326 could or could not have been a fourth track location. In
such a case, sensor 325 provides a sensor output 328 which
does not represent encoded data on a track but rather only
represents electromagnetic noise sensed in the vicinity of
head 320. It is thus understood that sensor output 328 repre-
sents electromagnetic noise which occurs during the same
time as the remaining sensors 322 read magnetic tracks which
have data encoded thereon. Typical sensor outputs 324 are
labeled A, B and C in FIG. 3 and a typical sensor output 328
is labeled D in FIG. 3.

Magnetic stripe reading sensor outputs 324 and 328 are
preferably supplied to a subtractor 330, which may be incor-
porated in a processor having other functions in the POS
device 308 or in the card reader 300 and which is operative to
subtract at least part of the sensor output 328 from sensor 325
from the outputs 324 from sensors 322, which outputs repre-
sent the data read from magnetic track locations 304 having
data encoded thereon. This subtraction is operative to cancel
some, most or all of the electromagnetic interference (EMI),
such as interference from adjacent electronic circuitry, from
the magnetic stripe reading sensor outputs 324.

It is appreciated that subtractor 330 may be embodied in
hardware, software or any suitable combination thereof, as is
well known in the art and preferably performs adaptive noise
cancellation.

Outputs 332, 334 and 336 of the subtractor 330, which
represent data read from magnetic track locations 304 having
data encoded thereon, from which electromagnetic interfer-
ence (EMI) has been at least partly canceled, are supplied to
aprocessor 340, which typically forms part of the POS device
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308, as magnetic card reading inputs for conventional pur-
poses. Typical outputs 332, 334 and 336, which have been
“cleaned” of at least some EMI noise are labeled E, F and G
in FIG. 3 and correspond respectively to sensor outputs A, B
and C.

It will be appreciated by persons skilled in the art that the
present invention is not limited by that specifically described
and shown hereinabove and in the drawings but includes also
variations and modifications thereof which would occur to
persons skilled in the art upon reading the foregoing and
which are not in the prior art.

The invention claimed is:

1. A magnetic stripe card reader useful for reading mag-
netic stripe bearing cards having at least one magnetic track,
said magnetic stripe reader comprising:

a magnetic stripe reader head comprising multiple mag-
netic sensors including at least one magnetic track read-
ing sensor for reading data encoded in a magnetic track
of a magnetic stripe and at least one magnetic sensor
which does not read encoded data, said magnetic stripe
reader head providing magnetic sensor outputs includ-
ing at least one magnetic track sensor reading output and
at least one magnetic sensor output which has no
encoded data therein; and

a subtractor operative to subtract at least a portion of said at
least one magnetic sensor output, which has no encoded
data therein, from said at least one magnetic track sensor
reading output having card data encoded thereon,
thereby to cancel interference from said at least one
magnetic track reading output.

2. A magnetic stripe card reader according to claim 1 and
wherein said magnetic sensor output, which has no encoded
data thereon, is produced by reading a location on said mag-
netic stripe bearing card which corresponds to a location
where a third track could have been encoded on the stripe.

3. A magnetic stripe card reader according to claim 1 and
wherein said magnetic sensor output, which has no encoded
data thereon, is produced by reading a location on said mag-
netic stripe bearing card which corresponds to a location
where a fourth track could have been encoded on the stripe.

4. A magnetic stripe card reader according to claim 1 and
wherein said at least one magnetic sensor which does not read
encoded data forms part of said magnetic stripe reader head.

5. A magnetic stripe card reader according to claim 1 and
wherein said at least one magnetic sensor which does not read
encoded data does not form part of said magnetic stripe reader
head.

6. A magnetic stripe card reader according to claim 1 and
wherein said subtractor provides an interference adjusted
output to a processor which is not part of said magnetic stripe
card reader.

7. A magnetic stripe card reader according to claim 1 and
also comprising a processor and wherein said subtractor pro-
vides an interference adjusted output to said processor.

8. A point of sale device comprising:

a housing;

a processor; and

a magnetic stripe card reader useful for reading magnetic
stripe bearing cards having at least one magnetic track,
said magnetic stripe reader comprising:

a magnetic stripe reader head comprising multiple mag-
netic sensors including at least one magnetic track
reading sensor for reading data encoded in a magnetic
track of a magnetic stripe and at least one magnetic
sensor which does not read encoded data, said mag-
netic stripe reader head providing magnetic sensor
outputs including at least one magnetic track sensor
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reading output and at least one magnetic sensor output
which has no encoded data therein; and

a subtractor operative to subtract at least a portion of said
at least one magnetic sensor output, which has no
encoded data therein, from said at least one magnetic
track sensor reading output having card data encoded
thereon, thereby to cancel interference from said at
least one magnetic track reading output and to provide
an interference adjusted output to said processor.

9. A point of sale device according to claim 8 and wherein
said magnetic sensor output, which has no encoded data
thereon, is produced by reading a location on said magnetic
stripe bearing card which corresponds to a location where a
third track could have been encoded on the stripe.

10. A point of sale device according to claim 8 and wherein
said magnetic sensor output, which has no encoded data
thereon, is produced by reading a location on said magnetic
stripe bearing card which corresponds to a location where a
fourth track could have been encoded on the stripe.

11. A point of sale device according to claim 8 and wherein
said at least one magnetic sensor which does not read encoded
data forms part of said magnetic stripe reader head.

12. A point of sale device according to claim 8 and wherein
said at least one magnetic sensor which does not read encoded
data does not form part of said magnetic stripe reader head.

13. A point of sale device comprising:

a housing; and

a magnetic stripe card reader useful for reading magnetic

stripe bearing cards having at least one magnetic track,

said magnetic stripe reader comprising:

a processor;

a magnetic stripe reader head comprising multiple mag-
netic sensors including at least one magnetic track
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reading sensor for reading data encoded in a magnetic
track of a magnetic stripe and at least one magnetic
sensor which does not read encoded data, said mag-
netic stripe reader head providing magnetic sensor
outputs including at least one magnetic track sensor
reading output and at least one magnetic sensor output
which has no encoded data therein; and

asubtractor operative to subtract at least a portion of said
at least one magnetic sensor output, which has no
encoded data therein, from said at least one magnetic
track sensor reading output having card data encoded
thereon, thereby to cancel interference from said at
least one magnetic track reading output and to provide
an interference adjusted output to said processor.

14. A point of sale device according to claim 13 and
wherein said magnetic sensor output, which has no encoded
data thereon, is produced by reading a location on said mag-
netic stripe bearing card which corresponds to a location
where a third track could have been encoded on the stripe.

15. A point of sale device according to claim 13 and
wherein said magnetic sensor output, which has no encoded
data thereon, is produced by reading a location on said mag-
netic stripe bearing card which corresponds to a location
where a fourth track could have been encoded on the stripe.

16. A point of sale device according to claim 13 and
wherein said at least one magnetic sensor which does not read
encoded data forms part of said magnetic stripe reader head.

17. A point of sale device according to claim 13 and
wherein said at least one magnetic sensor which does not read
encoded data does not form part of said magnetic stripe reader
head.



